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BY-LAWS, 


- RULES OF PROCEDURE, 


CATALOGUE OF CHURCHES, 


WITH THEIR PASTORS, 


OF THE 


NEW HAVEN EAST ONSOGLATION. 


1854. 


NEW HAVEN: 


PREFACE. 


At the annual meeting of the New Haven East Conso- 


ciation, held in Madison, September 26 and 27, 1854, the 
Rules of Procedure of the body were revised, and the fol- 
lowing vote was passed :—“ That the By-Laws of this 
body, the Rules of Procedure, and a Catalogue of all the 
pastors of the churches composing this Consociation, be 
printed under the direction of the Register, to the number 
of eight hundred copies—the expenses of the printing to 
be assessed upon the churches in proportion to their mem- 
bership.” 

In carrying out the intention of this vote, the Register 
was left very much to his own judgment and discretion. 
The accompanying notices of the churches and their pas- 
tors are designed as an index of what such a work might 
be made, rather than a model to be imitated in future la- 
bors of this description. rom the mass of materials pre- 
served in the archives of the Consociation, these notices 
might be greatly extended. The present object has been 
to compress all necessary information into as brief a space 


as possible. 
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In their preparation, the utility, and even necessity of 
such a body as the Consociation has been strikingly evin- 
ced. A large portion of the information contained in the 
notices, has been derived from an examination of its per- 


manent records. Had no such records existed, many im- 


portant facts connected with the history of these churches 


would have been buried in oblivion. Of this the church in 
North Madison is an example. ‘The date of its organiza- 
tion, ‘and the very names of its earlier pastors are un- 
known to any of its present members, and they were 
gathered solely from the records of the Consociation. 
The value of these documents ought to be more highly 
appreciated by the churches. And in all cases where the 
aid of sister churches is required, it should be sought from 
the Consociation, rather than independent councils; and 
‘+f for no other reason—in order that the minutes may be 
entered upon the records of the former body, and thus 
their preservation be secured inapermanent form. Their 
future importance to those who may have occasion to in- 
vestigate the history of these churches, whether in their 


consociated or individual capacity, will be incalculable. 


- 


RULES OF PROCEDURE 


ADOPTED BY THE CONSOCIATION OF THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF 
NEW HAVEN COUNTY, IN SEPTEMBER, 1821, AND REVISED AT 
THEIR ANNUAL SESSION, HELD AT MADISON, SEPT., 1854. 
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Tur mode of convening the Consociation shall be as 
follows, to wit:—Upon application made in writing sub- 
scribed by any individual member of a church belonging 
to the Consociation, to the Moderator thereof, stating the 
object and reason of the meeting, the Moderator shall, 
(with the advice and consent of two or more elders be- 
lunging to the body,) write to each particular church, 
stating the substance of the petition, and by whom made, 
requesting them to attend, by their pastor and delegate, at 
the time and place which he shall specify ; the petitioners 
being at the expense of conveying the letters, and making 
provision for the Consociational meeting, or seeing that it 
is done. 

And be it provided, that if, at any time, there shall be 
no Moderator in the Consociation, then, upon application 
made to the Register of the Consociation, he shall, if he 
see cause, call the Consociation, in the manner and form 
before prescribed to the Moderator. 

And. be it further provided, that for the purpose of or- 
daining, or installing a pastor-elect over any Consociated 
church, the Moderator, or if there be no Moderator, the 
Register of the Consociation shall, at the request of said 
church, or its committee, convene the Consociation in the 
manner aforesaid. 1* 
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| These regulations shall not be considered as binding in 
| regard to Annual Meetings of the body. 


EL. 


No special meeting of the Consociation shall be consid- 
ered as regular, unless each Consociated church shall be 
notified of the meeting, together with the objects, time and 
place of the same, with the request that they attend with 
their pastor, if they have any, and if not, without ; which 
notification shall be sent to the pastor of each church, or 
to some member of it, at least ten days inclusive before 
the time of meeting. 


III. 


The Moderator of every meeting shall be the Modera- 
tor of the body until the next meeting. 


LY; 


It is mutually agreed upon that no churches belonging 
to the Consociation shall settle a pastor over them, but at 
a meeting of the Consociation ; and, in all cases, he shall 
be a person who shall be examined and approved by them. 

It shall, however, be allowed a church, in the dismis- 
sion of a pastor, to call a select council for that purpose, 
from the churches belonging to the Consociation ; except- 
ing in cases where there is a disagreement between a 
pastor and church respecting the expediency of dissolving 
the relation between them. In such cases the whole Con- 
sociation shall be convoked. 


V. 


In the prosecution of offenders, on trial for scandal, or 
heresy, either by Consociation or by particular churches 
in the Consociation, the offender or offenders shall be 
served with a copy of the complaint, and.a citation to ap- 
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pear, (the time, and place, and body by whom the trial is 


to be held, being designated,) at least fifteen days inclu- 
sive, before the time of trial. 
VI. 

Ifa church shall commit an offense which may subject 
it to discipline, any member of that church, or any pastor 
belonging to the Consociation, may take the first steps to 
reclaim it; but at the second step, one pastor and one 
private member from another church shall assist ; and the 
second step shall be so taken previously to the offending 
church’s being cited to answer before the Consociation. 


VII. 


At ordinations, installations, and dismissions, liberty is 
| allowed to the pastor-elect and the church, to invite such 
ministers and churches as they, in conjunction with the 
Moderator, may choose to invite for the purpose of assist- 
ing in such ordinations, installations, and dismissions ; but 
the right of voting authoritatively on any question relating 
to the interests of the Consociation shall not be extended 
to any who are not members of this body. 

And be it provided, that, in all cases, these invitations 
shall be issued by the Moderator, in the same manner as 
the call for the Consociation. 

And be it further provided, that on all occasions of hold- 
ing such mixed councils, all the officers shall be taken 
from the members of the Consociation. 


VIII. 


There shall be a semi-annual. meeting of this Consocia- 
tion, at a time and place previously designated ; at which 
meeting the Consociation will celebrate the ordinance of 
the Lord’s Supper with the church where the meeting is 
held, if it be agreeable to that church. Notice of the 
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meeting to be sent to each church in the Consociation, by 

the Register. 
These meetings shall be continued at least two days ; 

during which there shall be the following religious exer- 


cises : 

The body shall be convened at eleven o’clock, A. M., 
and immediately organize. At two o’clock, P. M., there 
shall be a social prayer meeting, during which reports of 
the state of religion in the several churches shall be pre- 
sented. In the evening the usual sermon shall be preach- 
ed. At nine o’clock of the second day there shall be held 
another meeting for prayer and religious exhortation. At 
two o’clock, P. M., shall be held the missionary meeting, 
at the close of which the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
shall be administered to the churches present. 


1D.¢ 


Members of this body, unless in extraordinary cases, 
shall not be admitted as advocates in any cause which may 
come before the Consociation. 


X. 


No person, who has made the pleading of law his pro- 
fessional business, shall be admitted as an advocate for any 
party upon trial befure this body, except he be a member 
of a church belonging to this Consociation. 


y2E 
Whereas in a trial before this body on a case of appeal 
from the decision of a church, it may not be in the power 
of the parties to produce all the oral testimony which was 
before the church, therefore it is recommended to the 
churches in all trials before them to have the testimony 


explicitly reduced to writing by the clerk of the church, 
that it may be recorded, or preserved on file. 
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XII. 


It shall be the duty of a church where new and impor- 
tant evidence is discovered, to grant a member under cen- 


- 


sure a re-hearing. 
XIII. 


In all cases where the Consociation is called to decide 
upon a previous judgment of a church, no testimony shall 
be admitted before the Consociation but that which was 
before the church, and no vote of-the church shall be re- 
versed by the Consociation unless they have the same evi- 
dence which was possessed by the church on the previous 
trial; exeept in cases where the church consents that the 
new evidence shall be brought directly before the Conso- 
ciation, or prefers this course to granting a re-hearing to 


the appellant. 
XIV. 


In atrial before this body, no party shall be permitted 
to bring forward any allegation or suggest any fault of a 
defendant, which he is not able to prove by substantial 
evidence, and it shall be the duty of the Moderator to re- 
prove immediately, any person who in speaking before 
the body shall violate this rule. 


XV. 

These Rules may be altered, or new ones added, by a 
vote of two-thirds of the members present at any regular 
meeting. Provided, nevertheless, that no alteration shall 
be made in circumstances that would give such alteration 
the operation of an ex post facto law. 


XVI. 


All preceding Rules of the Consociation, which are in- 
consistent with the foregoing, shall be considered as re- 


pealed, and they are hereby repealed. 


BY-LAWS 


OF 


NEW HAVEN EAST CONSOCIATION. 


if 


Wuen the hour of meeting arrives, the Moderator of 
the last Consociation, or in case of his absence, the senior 
minister present, shall call the members present to order, 
and call for and receive the ballots for a Moderator; and 
the person having the most votes shall be declared chosen. 


Il, 


The Moderator shall take the chair, and call for and 
receive the ballots for a Scribe, and declare the person 
chosen. 


IIT. 


The Moderator shall open and close the session of each 

_ day with prayer, except at the termination of the meeting, 

when he may request some other person to offer prayer. 

He shall preside while the Consociation are engaged in 
business, and preserve order in the body. 


IV. 


It shall be the duty of the Scribe to record the doings 
of the Consociation, and deliver an attested copy of them 
to the Register, and also leave a duplicate of the proceed- || | 
ings, so far as they may have reference to the church with » 
which the Consociation is held, with the clerk of the said 


- 
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church, with the request that it may be entered on the 
church records, or placed on file. 


Vv. 


In the absence of the Moderator, during a part of a ses- 
sion, the Scribe shall preside. 


VI. 

The Register of the Consociation shall record the doings 
of the body, as delivered to him by the Scribe, and also |} 
give attested copies of them whenever required so to do, |} 
and, in his opinion, the interests of the church demand it. 


VIL. 


Whenever a member wishes to speak, he shall rise and 
address the Moderator; and whenever the Moderator 
wishes to speak to the merits of a question, he shall leave 
the chair and address the Scribe. 


VIIT. 


No member shall hold any private conversation, or read 
any paper, while a subject is under discussion. 


IX. 
No member shall pass between the Moderator and the 
person speaking. 
». 


No member shall speak more than twice to the merits 
of any question without special permission from the Mo- 
derator; nor more than once until each member has had 
an opportunity of speaking. 


XI. 


No member shall absent himself from the Consociation 
for auy time, without liberty from the Moderator, except 
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the person at whose house the meeting is held; nor for 
the remainder of the session, without leave of the body. 


XII. 


Every motion, except for adjournment, shall be reduced 
to writing, if the Moderator desires it. 


XIII. 


When a motion is made and seconded, no other motion 
shall be made, except for amendment, or postponement, 
or adjournment. 


XIV. 


No motion, except for a reconsideration, shall be put 
by the Moderator, until seconded; and the motion for re- 
consideration shall always be made by a member who 
voted in favor of the question on its original passage. 


XV. 


When two or more members rise at the same time, the 
Moderator shall name the member who is to speak first. 


XVI. 


No motion committed to writing shall be finally decided 
upon, until it shall have had three several readings, if any 
member shall require it. 


XVII. 


These By-Laws may be altered, or new ones added, by 
a vote of two-thirds of the members present at any regular 
meeting of the Consociation. 


XVIII. 


The foregoing Regulations shall be read at the opening 
of each meeting of the Consociation. 


NOTES, 
HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL, 


NEW HAVEN EAST CONSOCIATION. 


I.—BRraANFORD. 


Tux Church in Branford was probably organized about 
the year 1646. Their first permanent minister was Rey. 
Abraham Pierson, who, with part of his congregation, 
came from Long Island. After the union of the colonies 
of Hartford and New Haven, under the Winthrop charter, 
he, and the majority of his church, being dissatisfied with 
the terms of union, removed and settled at Newark, New 
Jersey. They carried their records with them. 

The Church was re-organized March 7, 1687-8. The 
‘number of church members at the re-organization was 
twenty-six, under the pastoral care of Rev. Fitamy Russell. 
Mr. Russell’s pastorate over this church ended with his 
death, which occurred June 25, 1731, aged seventy-one 
years. The additions to the church, during Mr. Russell’s 
ministry, were two hundred and sixteen. 

The Rev. Philemon Robbins was ordained February 7, 
1733. His pastorate continued to his death, August 13, 
1781, aged seventy-two. At the ordination of Mr. Rob- 
bins, the church consisted of one hundred and twenty-three 
members. One hundred and eighty-eight were added 
during his ministry. 2 


er 
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The Rev. Jason Atwater was ordained March 10, 1784. 
His ministry closed with his death, June 10, 1794, aged 
thirty-five. The number of church members at the time 
of the ordination of Mr. Atwater, was about 60. Seventy- 
six were added to the church during his ministry. 

The Rev. Lynde Huntington was ordained October 28, 
1795, and died September 20, 1804, aged thirty-eight. 
The additions to the church during Mr. Huntington’s min- 
istry were forty-seven. 

The Rev. Timothy Phelps Gillett, the present pastor, 
was ordained June 15, 1808. The number of members 
of the church, at the time of his ordination, was ninety- 
seven. Three hundred and sixty have been added during 
his ministry. The present number of church members is 
two hundred and four. 


Il.—™Mapison. 


First Church in Madison. This church was organized 
in November, 1707, as the church in East Guilford, the 
Society being included within the limits of the town of 
Guilford. Its pastors have been: 

The Rev. John Hart, who was ordained November, 
1707. He died, pastor of this church, March 4, 1731, aged 
forty-nine ye 

The Rev. mee chan Todd, ordained October 24, 1733. 
His pastorate continued till his death, February 24, 1791, 
aged seventy-eight years. 

The Rev. John Elliott was ordained November 2, 1791. 
He died, pastor of the church, December 17, 1824, aged 
fifty-six years. 

The Rev. Samuel N. Shepard, of Lennox, Mass, the 
present pastor, was ordained November 2, 1825. The 


church, at the present time, consists of three hundred and 


eighty-four members. 
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IlI].—Douruanm, First. 


The First Church in Durham was organized in April, 
1708. Its pastors have been : 

The Rev. Nathaniel Chauncey, who was ordained Feb- 
ruary 17, 1711. His pastorate continued till his death, | 
February 1, 1756. 

The Rev. Elizur Goodrich, D. D., was ordained De- 
cember 4, 1756. His pastorate continued till his death, 
November 21, 1797, in the sixty-third year of his age. 

The Rev. David Smith, D. D., was ordained August 


15, 1799, and dismissed January 11, 1832. No record of |} 


his dismission is found on the books of the Consociation. 
Dr. Smith still resides at Durham Center, having remain- 
ed without charge since his dismission in 1832. 

The Rev. Henry Gleason, of Thompson, Conn., was or- 
dained August 21, 1832, and after a ministry of little more 
than seven years, died, September 16, 1839. 

The Rev. Charles L. Mills, from the Elizabethtown Pres- 
bytery, New Jersey, was installed April 28, 1841, and, at 
his own request, was dismissed September 30, 1845. Mr. 
Mills is now pastor of the churchin Ashland, Mass. After 
his dismission the church was destitute of a settled pastor 
for eleven years, and its numbers were greatly diminished 
by the organization of the South Church in Durham. 

The Rev. James B. Cleaveland was ordained by a spe- 
cial council, June 8, 1852, and, at his own request, dis- 
missed by the Consociation, October 11, 1853. Imme- 
diately upon his dismission Mr. Cleaveland entered upon 
the agency of the American S. 8. Union. His present 
residence is New Haven. 

This church still remains without a settled pastor. The ~ 
Rev. B.S. J. Page is supplying the pulpit at present. It — 


consists of one hundred and twenty-two members. 
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LV.—East Haven. 


The Church in East Haven was organized from mem- 
bers originally belonging tothe Church in New Haven, 
October 8, 1711. Its pastors have been: 

The Rev. Jacob Hemingway, a native of East Haven, 
who began to preach to the congregation gathered in East 
Haven in the year 1704. He was ordained October 8, 
1711, the same day upon which the church was organized. 
His pastorate continued till his death, October 7, 1754, at 
the age of seventy years. The church records during his 
ministry, if any were kept, are irrevocably lost. 

The Rev. Nicholas Street, of Wallingford, was ordain- 
ed October 8, 1755, and remained pastor till his death, 
October 8, 1806, the fifty-first anniversary of his ordina- 
tion. Having received no church records from his pre- 
decessor, Mr. Street, by personal inquiry, collected and 
recorded the names of 114 members of the church, at the 
commencement of his ministry, and 230 more were added 
during its continuance. 

The Rey. Saul Clark, of Southampton, Mass., \ was or- 
dained by a special council, January 13, 1808, and, at his 
own request, was dismissed by a similar council, May 19, 
1817. During his pastorate the church was blessed with 
a season of “ refreshing from the presence of the Lord,” 
and one hundred and eighteen members were added. Mr. 
Clark was subsequently settled in Granby, Mass. He 
died in Meriden, Conn., December 12, 1849, and was 
buried in East Haven. 

The Rev. Stephen Dodd, a native of Bloomfield, New 
Jersey, and pastor respectively ofthe Presbyterian Church 
in Carmel, Putnam County, New York, and of the Con- 
gregational Church at Salem Bridge, (now Naugatuck,) 
Conn., was installed December 11, 1817—resigned his 
pastoral charge December 11, 1846, and was dismissed by 
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the Consociation at Durham, April 20, 1847. He was 
Register of the Consociation from the time of the death of 
Rey. Matthew Noyes, in 1839, till his dismission. Mr. 
Dodd stillresides in East Haven. At his installation, the 
church contained 190 members. During his ministry 181 
were added. 

The Rev. D. William Havens, of Norwich, Conn., the 
present pastor, was ordained June 16, 1847. Atthat time 
the church consisted of one hundred and thirty-six mem- 
bers. The number since added is one hundred and fifteen, 

eighty-five of whom were the fruits of an extensive work 

of divine grace, with which the church was favored in the 
early part of the year 1852. The number of church mem- 
bers at the present time is two hundred and thirty-two. 
‘Mr. Havens is the present Register of the Consociation. 


V.—Nortu Haven. 


The Church in North Haven was organized in the year 
1718—its Ecclesiastical Society being included, at that 
time, within the limits of the town of New Haven. Its 
pastors have been as follows: 

The Rev. James Wetmore. He was ordained in No- 
vember; 1718, and dismissed in September, 1722. The 
following notice, by Dr. Trumbull, is not without historical 
interest to the ¢rwe sons of the puritans, and will serve to 
account for the brief ministry of Mr. Wetmore in North 
Haven. He “ was one of the first ministers who declazed 
for Episcopacy in the colony of Connecticut. At the:time 
of his declaration, there was but one Episcopal church in 
the whole colony, and but few of that persuasion. Mr. 
Cutler, the Rector of the College in New Haven, and Mr. 
Johnson, declared for Episcopacy at the same time, and 
may be considered the fathers of the Episcopalians in 
Connecticut.” a= 
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The Rev. Isaac Stiles was ordained November 11, 1724, 
and continued the pastor till his death, May 14, 1760. 

The Rey. Benjamin Trumbull, D. D., was ordained 
December 24, 1760. He continued pastor till his death, 
February 2, 1820, a period of nearly sixty years. His 
age was eighty-six years. He was author of Trumbull’s 
celebrated ‘ History of Connecticut,” and of other valu- 
able works of a religious character. 

The Rey. William J. Boardman was ordained by a 
special council, September 20, 1820. He was dismissed 
by the Consociation, October 30,1833. Mr. Boardman 
was subsequently pastor of the neighboring church in 
Northford, for a term of years, and died there October 1, 
1849, aged fifty-five years. 

The Rey. Leverett Griggs, of Tolland, Conn., was or- 
dained October 30, 1833, and dismissed, at his own re- 
quest, July 30, 1845, having accepted a call to the pasto- 
rate of the Chapel-street Congregational Church, New 
Haven. Over this church he was installed August 6, 1845, 
and dismissed September 6, 1847. He was installed pas- 
tor of the Second Church in Millbury, Worcester County, 
Mass., September 22, 1847, of which church he is the 
present pastor. 

The Rev. Ira H. Smith, of Seymour, Conn., was ordain- 
ed by a special council February 10, 1846, and, in conse- 
quence of ill health, was dismissed, at his own request, by 
a similar council, March 28, 1848. He has continued with- 
out charge since his dismission from North Haven. 

The Rev. Theron Gaylord Colton, of Westford, New 
York, was ordained September 25, 1849, and dismissed, 
at his own request, August 26, 1851. Mr. Colton was 
installed over the Congregational Church in Ware village, 
Mass., Sept. 3, 1852, of which he continues the pastor. 

The Rev. Silas Wright Robbins, of Middletown, Conn., 
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the present pastor of this church, was ordained June 16, 
1853. The church contains, at the present time, three 
hundred and thirty-eight members. 


VI.—Nortu BRANFORD. 

The Church in North Branford was organized in 1724, 
from members of the Church in Branford, the Society 
being within the limits of that ancient town. Its pastors 
have been: , 

The Rev. Jonathan Merick, of Springfield, Mass., was 
ordained in the year 1726. “ His ministry ceased in 1769, 
in consequence of a paralysis which incapacitated him for 
his duties.” His death occurred June 27, 1772, aged 
seventy-two years. The number of church members at 
the close of Mr. Merick’s ministry was seventy-seven. 

The Rev. Samuel Eells, of Middletown, Conn., was or- 
dained as the colleague of Mr. Merick, March 29, 1769, ° 
and died, pastor of this church, April 3, 1808, aged sixty- 
three. During his ministry, one hundred and four mem- 
bers were added to the church. Mr. Eells was Register 
of the Consociation from Sept. 26, 1786, to Sept. 27, 1796. 

The Rev. Charles Atwater, of New Haven, was ordain- 
ed March 1, 1809. His ministry was closed by his death 
February 21, 1825, at the age of thirty-nine years. Ninety- 
six members were added to the church during his minis- 
try, forty-five of whom were the fruits of a revival in 1821. 

The Rev. Judson A. Root was ordained October 15, 
1828, and was dismissed, at his own request, July 29, 
1835. The number added to the church during the pas- 
torate of Mr. Root, was forty-eight. He was subsequently 
stated supply of the church in Westville, but since the 
year 1847, has resided in New Haven, without charge. 

The Rev. Henry B. Camp was ordained July 30, 1835. 
In consequence of ill-health he resigned his charge, and 
was dismissed October 9, 1836. 
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The Rey. John Denison Baldwin, formerly pastor of 
the Congregational Church in West Woodstock, Conn., 
was installed January 17, 1838. During his ministry of 
six years, sixty members were added to the church, of 
whom twenty-five were the fruits of a general revival. 
Mr. Baldwin was dismissed, at his own request, July 3, 
1844. He was subsequently installed pastor of the church 
in North Killingly, Conn., whence, after a ministry of a 
few years, he removed to Hartford, Conn., to engage in 
editing a weekly newspaper. He is at present pursuing 
the same profession in Boston, Mass. 

Since the dismission of Mr. Baldwin this church has 
deen without a settled pastor. The pulpit has been stated- 
ly supplied from December 1, 1844, to June, 1850, by 
the Rev. George I. Wood, and from April 1, 1851, to the 
present time, by the Rev. Whitman Peck. The church 
is composed of one hundred and ten members. 


VIL—Norra GuILrorp. 


This Church was organized June 16, 1725, as the Se- 
cond Church in Guilford, its members taking their dis- 
mission from the First Church in Guilford. Its pastors 
have been as follows: 

The Rev. Samuel Russell was ordained in June, 1725, 
probably at the time of the organization of the church. 
His pastorate continued till his death in 1746. 

The Rey. John Richards was ordained November 2, 
1748, and dismissed, at his own request, Dec. 24, 1765. 

The Rev. Thomas Wells Bray, of Southington, Conn , 
was ordained December 31, 1766. His pastorate con- 
tinued till his death, April 23, 1808, aged seventy years. 
In this year the church enjoyed a special season of divine 
grace, as the fruits of which, twenty-six members were 
added to the church. ; 
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The Rev. William F. Vaill, of East Haddam, Conn., 
was ordained Dec. 25, 1808, and was dismissed, at his own 
request, April 20, 1820, for the purpose of entering upon 
the missionary work among the American Indians, at the 
West. His present residence is Wethersfield, Illinois. 

The Rev. Zolva Whitmore was ordained September 5, 
1821, and, at his own request, was dismissed August 31, 
1846. Mr. Whitmore is the present pastor of the First 
Church in Becket, Berkshire County, Mass. 

Since the dismission of Mr. Whitmore, this church has 
been destitute of a settled pastor, but has been statedly 
supplied by various ministers. The Rev. Fosdick Har- 
rison, formerly of Bethlem, Conn., is the present supply. 
The church contains 63 members at the present time. 


VItL._—Meripen, First. 

The First Church in Meriden was organized October 
22, 1729, the Ecclesiastical Society being within the limits 
of the town of Wallingford. Fifty-one persons were ga- 
thered as its original members. The pastors have been 
as follows: 

The Rev. Theophilus Hall was ordained October 29, 
1729. He was pastor of the church about thirty-eight 
years, and died in March, 1767. During his ministry about 
two hundred and fifty persons were added to the church. 

The Rev. John Hubbard was ordained June 22, 1769. 
In the year 1783, Mr. Hubbard was incapacitated for 
preaching, by an accident, and died in November, 1786. 

The Rev. John Willard was ordained as colleague of 
Mr. Hubbard, in June, 1786, by a special council. He 
was dismissed, at his own request, by a similar council in 
1802. Having “subsequently removed to Vermont, he 
died there in 1826.” 

The Rev. Erastus Ripley, of Windham, Conn., was in- 
stalled by a special council, February 8, 1803. He was 
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dismissed by the Consociation, February 27, 1822. In 
1814, this church enjoyed a very precious and powerful 
work of grace, “and it was thought that one hundred were 
converted.” Mr. Ripley was subsequently settled in the 
eastern part of the State, and returned to Meriden to 
spend his old age, where he died, November 16, 1843. 

The Rey. Charles J. Hinsdale was ordained January 
15, 1823, and dismissed, at his own request, by a special 
council, December 31, 1833. During his ministry there 
were repeated revivals of religion, as the fruits of which, 
about one hundred and twenty were added to the church. 

The Rev. Arthur Granger, of New York, was installed 
in February, 1836, “and after a brief and troubled min- 
istry of about two years,” was dismissed October 3, 1838. 
‘In 1837, this church was once more favored with a sea- 
son of refreshing, and forty professed to have experienced. 
religion.” 

The Rey. George W. Perkins, of Hartford, Conn., 
formerly pastor of a Presbyterian Church in Montreal, C. 
-W., was installed June 19, 1841. “Inthe year 1847-8, 
there was a special interest in religious subjects, and it is 
hoped that nearly one hundred became true Christians.” 
In the spring of 1848, the congregation having erected a 
new house of worship, in a different locality, a new church, 
under the name of the “ Meriden Central,” occupied the 
old—a church which now consists of 177 members. Du- 
ring the present year another church has been organized 
in the south part of Meriden, under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. James A. Clarke. Both of these churches are un- 
consociated. Mr. Perkins was dismissed by a special 
council, July 31, 1854, having received and accepted a call 
to the pastorate of the First Congregational Church in 
Chicago, Illinois. 

The Rev. George Thatcher, of Hartford, Conn., for- 
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merly pastor of churches in Derby, Conn., in Nantucket, 
Mass., and in New York city, was installed November 
16, 1854, and is the present pastor of the church, which 
now numbers three hundred and forty-three members. 


IX.—NortTHrorp. 


The Church in Northford, a parish within the limits of 
the town of North Branford, was organized June 13, 1750. 
Its pastors have been : 

The Rev. Warham Williams, who was ordained the 
same day of the organization of the church. He contin- 
ued its pastor until his death, April 4, 1788, in the sixty- 
fourth year of his age. Mr. Williams was Register of the 
Consociation from the time of the death of the Rey. Thomas 
Ruggles, of Guilford, in 1770, till his own death in 1788. 

The Rev. Matthew Noyes, of Lyme, Conn., was or- 
dained by a special council, August -18, 1790. He was 
dismissed, at his own request, December 30, 1835, by the 
Consociation. The following extract from the Minutes 
will show the estimation in which Mr. Noyes was held by 
that body :—‘'The Consociation can bear their testimony 
to the pastoral talents and qualifications of Rev. Matthew 
Noyes, to his fidelity in the discharge of his pastoral duties, 
and to the success of his labors, witnessed in the contin- 
ued additions of members to the church during his ministry 
of nearly forty-six years.” His death took place at North- 
ford, September 25, 1839, aged seventy-six. He was 
Register of the Consociation from September 27, 1796, 
till his decease, a period of forty-six years. 

The Rey. William J. Boardman, formerly pastor of the 
church in North Haven, was installed December 31, 1835, 
‘and died October 1, 1849, aged fifty-five. Mr. Boardman 
resigned his charge a few years previous to his death, but 
had not been formally dismissed. The church remained 
from that time till 1853 without a settled pastor. 
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The Rev. A. C. Pierce, formerly of Holyoke, Mass., is 
the present pastor. He was installed June 8, 1853. At 
the present time the church contains 116 members. 


X.—Nortrn Mapison. 

This Church reports itself destitute of records. The 
following particulars respecting it have been collected by 
a careful and laborious examination of the records of the 
Consociation during a period reaching back for nearly a 
century of years. ‘The church was probably organized 
in the early part of the year 1757, as the Congregational 
Church in North Bristol, but by what ministers or body 
the organization was effected there is no means of ascer- 
taining. The first mention of it that appears is on the 
Minutes of the Consociation, which met in Guilford, June 
7, 1757, convened for the ordination of the Rev. Amos 
Fowler as pastor of the latter church, when “ a committee 
from the church in North Bristol appeared before the 
Consociation, and presented the act of assembly making 
them a legal Ecclesiastical Society, and also presented a 
certificate of the regular forming of the church zn the So- 
ciety, and requesting the Consociation to officiate in the 
ordination of their pastor. 

The Rey. Richard Ely was ordained at Guilford, June 

8, 1757, as pastor of the church in North Bristol. This 
“ wasa very unusual occurrence—that the pastor of a church 
should be‘ ordained in another parishe When Mr. Ely 
was dismissed, and by what body, is unknown. No notice 
of his dismission is to be found on the records of the Con- 
sociation. His last appearance at a meeting of this body, 
as pastor of the church in North Bristol, was June 14, 
1785. His dismission must have taken place between this 
date and the latter part of 1790, when his successor was 
installed. Mr. Ely was subsequently settled in Middlesex 
County, and died in 1814. 
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The Rev. Simon Backus was installed October 13, 1790. 
Where he was previously settled is not known. He was 


a graduate of Yale College, in the Class of 1759. He was | 
dismissed by a committee of the Consociation, April 14, | 


1801. His death occurred in 1823. 

This church, according to the records of the Consocia- 
tion, appears to have been destitute of a pastor from the 
time of the dismission of Mr. Backus, in 1801], till that of 
his successor, a period of more than eleven years. 

The Rev. John Ely, who came from the Presbytery of 
Hudson, having been pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
in New Salem, N. Y., was installed October 13, 1812. 
No notice of his dismission appears on the records of the 
Consociation. The last meeting of the body he attended, 
as pastor of this church, was November 1, 1825. 

The Rev. David Metcalf was ordained May 27, 1829, 
and dismissed September 7, 1831. 

The Rev. Jared Andrus was installed June 21, 1832. 


When his dismission took place the records of the Con- . 


sociation do not show. It must, however, have occurred 
between September, 1832, and June, 1833. 


The Rev. Stephen Hayes was installed June 12, 1833. ; 
The date of his dismission is unknown. At a meeting of © 


the Consoeiation at Meriden, in March, 1838, the follow. 
ing minute was made :—“ The committee appointed to at- 
tend to matters respecting the Rev. Mr. Hayes, and his 
congregation, in North Madison, made a report, which 
was accepted.” 


The Rev. Amos Le Favor was installed December 24, | 
1838, and dismissed December 1, 1840. Mr. Le Favor * 
subsequently supplied the Presbyterian Church in New | 


Berlin, N. Y. He was found guilty of scandalous and 

immoral conduct, and upon the representations of the 

Chenango Presbytery, the Consociation, at their meeting 
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in Durham, July 28, 1842, withdrew their recommenda- | 
‘tion of him as a Christian minister in good standing. 

This church has had no settled pastor since the dismis- 
sion of Mr. Le Favor, but has been statedly supplied by 
various ministers. Its present supply is the Rey. Phineas 
Blakeman, formerly of the Presbytery of Utica, N. Y. 
The present number of church members is 113. 


XI.—Farre Haven, First. 


The First Church in Fair Haven was organized June 
23, 1830. The number of original members was fifty- 
three, thirty of whom were from the East Haven Church, 
and twenty-three from the North Church in New Haven. 
Eighteen more were soon after added from the North 
Church. The house of worship was dedicated on the 
same day that the church was organized. It is worthy 
of especial remark, that the “Friday Evening Prayer 
Meeting,” which commenced here in 1808, has been con- 
tinued till the present time, a period of forty-six years. 
The pastors have been : 

The Rey. John Mitchell, of Chester, Conn., was or- 
dained by a special council December 8, 1830. ‘Soon 
after his settlement a revival of religion commenced, which 
resulted in quite an increase of the church. Another 
awakening was experienced during the year 1832, which 
led to the conversion of many. Mr. Mitchell was dis- 
missed July 10, 1836. During his ministry one hundred 
and nineteen members were added to the church.” He 


_was afterwards the pastor of the Edwards Church, North- 


ampton, Mass. He is known as the author of the “ Guide 
to the Principles and Practice of the New England 
Churches,” ‘ Notes from over Sea,” and other works. 
His present residence is Stratford, Conn. 


The Rev. Benjamin L. Swan of Medford, Mass., was 
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ordained by a special council November 25, 1836, and 
dismissed by the Consociation, at his own request, June 
24, 1845. During his ministry seventy-three members 
were added to the church. Mr. Swan was installed pas- 
tor of the First Church in Litchfield, Conn., October 22, 
1846, where he still remains. - 

The Rev. Burdett Hart, of New Britain, Conn., the 
present pastor, was ordained October ], 1846. “ Since 
his settlement the church has received an accession of two 
hundred and seventy-three members. ‘The year 1848 was 
distinguished in the history of the church, as a season of 
remarkable refreshing from the Lord.” 

In March, 1852, the Second Congregational Church in 
Fair Haven was organized with ninety-three members, 
all of whom were dismissed from the First Church for that 
purpose. The First Church now contains two hundred 
and forty-nine members. 


XII.—Guitrorp, Trirp. 

The Third Church in Guilford was organized Novem- 
ber 23, 1843, from members who came from the First 
Church. Its pastors have been : 

The Rev. David Root, formerly pastor of churches in 
Dover, N. H., in Cincinnatti, Ohio, and in Waterbury, 
Conn., was installed January 1, 1845, and was dismissed, 
at his own request, April 6, 1851. At his dismission this 
church contained one hundred and ninety-five members. 
Mr. Root’s present residence is New Haven. 

The Rev. R. Manning Chipman, formerly pastor of 
churches in Harwinton, Conn., and Athol, Mass., is the 
present pastor of this church. He was installed January 
14, 1852. During the same year the church enjoyed a 
season of refreshing from the Lord, and twenty members 
were added to the church, as its fruits. The present num- 
ber of its members is two hundred and thirteen. 
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XTII.—Dvruam, Sovuru. 


The South Congregational Church in Durham, organ- ; 
ized May 4, 1847, with sixty-two members, all of whom 
came from the First Church. It has had for pastors : 

The Rev. James R. Mershon, of Kentucky, was ordain- 
ed April 27, 1848, and, in consequence of ill-health, at his 
own request, was dismissed August 26, 1851. Mr. Mer- 
shon has not been settled since his dismission from Dur- 
ham. He has successively supplied churches in Ansonia, 
Conn., and in Marion City, Iowa. 

The Rev. Robert G. Williams, of New Hartford, Conn., 
the present pastor, was ordained October 12, 1853. The 
church, at the present time, contains 103 members. 


XIV.—Farr Haven, Sreconp. 


The Second Church in Fair Haven was organized 
March 31, 1852, with ninety-three members, all of whom 
were dismissed from the First Church. Before the settle- 
ment of a pastor a division occurred in this church, which 
resulted in the dismission of thirty-nine of its members, 
who were organized into the Third Church in Fair Haven. 
Shortly after this event the Second Church extended a 


call to 

The Rev. Nathaniel J. Burton, of Cornwall Bridge, 
Conn., the present pastor. He was ordained July 20, 1853. 
The church consists of sixty-seven members. 
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